
Space Requirements: Table with art tablecloth 

“BONE” CARVINGS 

Number of participants: no restrictions     Duration: 20 minutes 

Age Restrictions: None 

Activity Instructions: 

Select a symbol to recreate. 

Using the clay make the shape you selected 

If need be, make a hole with a toothpick for the necklace. 

Once dried, sting the necklace. 

 

Brief Description: 

Carving was an important tradition in Maori culture, as the Maori people had no written language, artwork 

encapsulated beliefs and carried stories through time. This represents the person’s spirit being absorbed 

into the carving.  When bone is worn against skin, it begins to change color. In this way, a carving carries 

the spirit of those who have worn it, and they are often passed down through generations, carrying the 

spirits of ancestors.    

Supplies:  

 Air Dry Clay—preferably white 
 Necklace String 
 Toothpicks 

  
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